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COMMUNITY USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES 

 

The Board of Education believes that the community should be encouraged to make use of the 

school facilities of this District.  Recognizing, of course, that the primary use of these buildings 

must be for the education of young people, the District will make every attempt, within the 

statutes of the State of Ohio, to allow use by the community when the buildings are not being 

used for their major purpose. 

 

The Board may permit the use of District grounds and facilities when such permission has been 

requested in writing by a responsible organization, or a group of at least seven citizens.  The 

District facilities may be used for: 

 

A. Social centers for the entertainment and education of the people; 

 

B. Discussion of all topics tending to the development of personal character and of civil 

welfare, and for religious exercises; 

 

C. Giving instructions in any branch of education, learning, or the arts; 

 

D. Holding educational, religious, civic, social, or recreational meetings and entertainments, 

and for such other purposes as promote the welfare of the community; provided such 

meetings and entertainments shall be nonexclusive and open to the general public; 

 

E. Public library purposes, as a station for a public library, or as reading rooms; or 

 

F. Polling places, for holding elections and for the registrations of voters, or for holding 

grange or similar meetings. 

 

When there are competing interests, approval may be given according to the following priorities: 

 

A. Uses directly related to the schools and the operations of the schools; 

 

B. Uses for the registration of voters and conduct of elections; 

 

C. Uses and organizations indirectly related to the schools, including the PTA, PTO; 

 

D. Community organizations formed for charitable, civic, social or educational purposes; 

 

E. Departments or agencies of the municipal government; and 

 

F. All other organizations or persons granted the use of schools. 
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Use of school equipment in conjunction with the use of school facilities must be requested 

specifically in writing, and may be granted by the procedure by which permission to use facilities 

is granted.  The users of school equipment must accept liability for any damage or loss to such 

equipment that occurs while it is in their use and/or possession. 

 

The Board reserves the right to override school use permission granted by the Administration. 

 

Users shall be financially liable for damage or excessive wear to the facilities and for proper 

chaperonage. 

 

The Board reserves the right to grant use of school facilities without cost or at a reduced cost to 

the following:  student organizations, school boosters, education associations, PTA/PTO, and 

local civic groups. 

 

All other organizations or persons shall pay a fee and be responsible for any extra custodial 

and/or police or security fees. 

 

No liability shall attach to the District or any of its employees and officers specifically as a 

consequence of permitting access to these facilities.  Groups utilizing school facilities agree to 

defend, hold harmless, and indemnify the Board against any legal liability with respect to bodily 

injury, death, or property damage arising from the negligent use of Board facilities.  All groups 

utilizing school facilities shall be required to carry liability insurance which names the Board, its 

members and employees as additional insureds, and which meets with the approval of the Board.  

Copies of said liability policy(ies) shall be attached to the form requesting use of the facility. 

 

The contracting group or organization must assume complete responsibility for: 

 

A. Breakage or other damage to the building or equipment; 

 

B. The enforcement of any special rules of the Board; 

 

C. The general conduct of all persons while they are in or about school property; and 

 

D. General security, traffic and parking controls associated with the event or activity for 

which the school facilities have been rented. 

 

E. Any infringement on copyright laws including the showing of commercial movies or 

programs with copyrighted content. 

 

The contracting group organization shall further sign a form indicating that it will follow all 

federal, state and municipal laws, rules and ordinances during the use of the facility, including 

any laws restricting the display, exhibition or performance of copyrighted works.  The 
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contracting group or organization shall further agree on this form that it will comply with all 

District policies and procedures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGAL REFS:  O.R.C. §§3313.75; 3313.76; 3313.77; 20 U.S.C. §4071 et seq. 

 

Adopted:  February 28, 2019 

 


