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COMPUTER AND INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USAGE POLICY 

 

Computer and internet access is required for students who enroll in GOAL Digital Academy.  

Internet access offers valuable, diverse, and unique resources to both students and teachers.  

Access must be used in a responsible, safe, efficient, ethical, and legal manner.  The following 

serves as the expectations of students in our online learning environment. 

 

With access to computers and people from around the world also comes the availability of 

material that may not be considered to be of educational value in the context of the school 

setting.  Families should be warned that some material obtained via the Internet may contain 

items that are potentially illegal, defamatory, inaccurate, or offensive.  On a global network it is 

impossible to control all materials and an industrious user may discover controversial 

information, either by accident or deliberately.  We firmly believe that the benefits to students 

from online access far outweigh the possibility that users may procure material that is not 

consistent with our educational goals. 

 

GOAL Digital Academy provides access to its computers, electronic equipment, computer 

networks and the Internet (the “Network”) collectively for educational purposes only.  If you 

have any doubt about whether an activity is educational, you must consult with school personnel 

to help you decide if a use is appropriate. 

 

The following guidelines and procedures are expected to be utilized by staff, students, or 

community members who are authorized to use the Network. 

 

A. Be polite.  Users are expected to use appropriate language.  No profane, vulgar, 

suggestive, obscene, belligerent or threatening language that may be offensive to 

other users.  Transmission of disruptive or sexually explicit material that could be 

construed as harassment or disparagement of others based on their race, national 

origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, disability, religion or political beliefs is 

prohibited.  

 

B. Use of Network and/or Network resources may not be for personal financial gain 

or for any commercial or illegal activity. 

 

C. Note that electronic mail (e-mail) is not private.  Do not redistribute a message 

from someone unless you have the author’s prior consent.  All GOAL Digital 

Academy correspondence must use the @mygda.org email account. 

 

D. The network should not be used in such a way that it will disrupt the use of the 

network by others. 
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E. Each student is responsible for the proper use of his/her network account at all 

times.  Users shall keep personal account numbers, home addresses and telephone 

numbers private. 

 

F. Users shall not use the Network to encourage the use of drugs, alcohol, or 

tobacco, nor shall they promote unethical practices or any activity prohibited by 

law or Board policy. 

 

G. Any materials on GOAL Digital Academy’s website(s) may be protected by 

copyright and should not be reproduced without permission.  Students and staff 

who publish information on our website are to comply with the Copyright Act 

(Section 110) and the TEACH Act (HR 2215) when incorporating copyrighted 

works. 

 

H. Vandalism will result in discipline up to and including expulsion.  Vandalism 

includes uploading/downloading any inappropriate material, creating computer 

viruses and/or any malicious attempt to harm, destroy, or steal equipment or 

materials or the data of any other user. 

 

I. Users shall not use the Network or the Internet to gain unauthorized access to 

other computer or computer systems, or to attempt to gain such unauthorized 

access.  Any use which violates state or federal law relating to copyright, trade 

secrets, the distribution of obscene or pornographic materials, or which violates 

any other applicable law or municipal ordinance, is strictly prohibited. 

 

J. Users shall not read other users’ mail or files; they shall not attempt to interfere 

with other users’ ability to send or receive electronic mail, nor shall they attempt 

to read, delete, copy, modify or forge other users’ mail. 

 

K. Users shall not violate the conditions of the Ohio Revised Code dealing with 

students’ and employees’ rights to privacy. 

 

L. Users shall report any security problem or misuse of the Network to the teacher or 

the director or immediate supervisor. 

 

M. Users will be responsible for any monetary charges incurred for use or purchase 

through the Network. 

 

N. Rules and regulations of etiquette are subject to change by the administration. 
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Users are subject to all local, state, and federal laws.  GOAL Digital Academy 

administrators will cooperate fully with local, state, or federal officials in any 

investigation related to any illegal activities conducted through Internet access.  In 

the event there is a claim you have violated this policy, you will be provided with 

notice of the suspected violation and have an opportunity to present an explanation.  

Any violations may result in disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from 

GOAL Digital Academy, as well as other legal action. 

 

Privacy 

 

Network access is provided as a tool to assist in education.  GOAL Digital Academy reserves the 

right to monitor, inspect, copy, review and store at any time without prior notice any and all 

usage of the Network and any and all information transmitted or received in connection with 

such usage.  All such information files shall be and remain the property of GOAL Digital 

Academy and no user shall have any expectation of privacy regarding such materials. 

 

Warranties 

 

The GOAL Digital Academy makes no warranties of any kind, either express or implied, in 

connection with its provision of access to and use of its Network and the Internet provided under 

this Policy.  It shall not be responsible for any claims, losses, damages or costs (including attorney’s 

fees) of any kind suffered, directly or indirectly, by any user or his or her parent(s) or guardian(s) 

arising out of the user’s use of the school’s computer networks or the Internet under this policy.  

The Academy shall not be responsible for personal property used with Academy computers or 

networks or Academy-provided Internet access.  By signing this policy, users are taking full 

responsibility for their use, and the user who is 18 or older or, in the case of a user under 18, the 

parent(s) or guardian(s) are agreeing to indemnify and hold the Board, the School, and all of its 

Board members, administrators, teachers, and staff harmless from any and all loss, costs, claims or 

damages resulting from the user’s access to its Network and the Internet, including but not limited 

to any fees or charges incurred through purchases of goods or services by the user.  The user or, if 

the user is a minor, the user’s parent(s) or guardian(s) agree to cooperate with GOAL Digital 

Academy in the event GOAL Digital Academy initiates an investigation of the user’s use of his or 

her access to its Network and the Internet, whether that use is on a school computer or on another 

computer. 

 

Active Restriction Measures 

 

The School, either by itself or in conjunction with the site providing Internet access, will utilize 

filtering software or other technology protection measures to prevent all users from accessing 

visual depictions that are (a) obscene, as that term is defined in 18 U.S.C. §1460, or (b) child 

pornography, as that term is defined in 18 U.S.C. §2256; and to prevent students from accessing 

visual depictions that are harmful to minors.  The school will also monitor the online activities of 
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students, through direct observation and/or technological means, to ensure that students are not 

accessing such depictions or any other material that is inappropriate for minors, as determined by 

the Board and/or Superintendent or designee.  

 

Internet filtering software or other technology-based protection systems may be disabled by a 

supervising teacher or school administrator, as necessary, for purposes of bona fide research or 

other educational projects being conducted by students age 17 and older. 

 

The term “harmful to minors” is defined by the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 

§254(h)(7)), as meaning any picture, image, graphic image file, or other visual depiction that (1) 

taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest in nudity, sex, or 

excretion; (2) depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect to what is 

suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact, actual or simulated 

normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd exhibition of the genitals; and (3) taken as a whole, 

lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value as to minors. 

 

Computer Equipment Usage Policy 

 

Computer equipment owned by GOAL Digital Academy will is loaned to students and remains 

property of GOAL Digital Academy. If personal equipment is used for schoolwork, the 

parents/guardians take full responsibility for procuring parts, supplies, and tech support. Any 

equipment that is owned by GOAL Digital Academy and loaned to students to use is expected to 

be used only for educational purposes.   

 

High-speed Internet access will also be provided by GOAL Digital Academy to all students.  

GOAL personnel must request the installation in order for GOAL to be billed for the service.  If 

parents/guardians arrange for Internet installation, they agree to pay for installation and monthly 

service.  GOAL-provided Internet service is intended for the student’s computer only.  If 

parents/guardians wish to maintain their own Internet service, GOAL will provide and install a 

router so that two computers may use the service.   

 

Parents/Guardians and Students ages 18 and above understand and agree to return any equipment 

to GOAL Digital Academy upon withdrawal of the student and/or at the end of each school year.  

Returning students shall be issued new equipment at the beginning of each school year when 

they attend Returning Student orientation. 

 

Parents/Guardians take financial responsibility for all equipment entrusted to them and are 

encouraged to hold current homeowners or renter’s insurance, which would cover replacement 

costs in the event of a fire, accident, or other disaster.   
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Blatant abuse of equipment, including but not limited to tampering with Internet filtering 

abilities, may result in discipline up to and including expulsion. If the equipment is 

malfunctioning, it is the student’s and parent(s)’ responsibility to inform the GOAL computer 

technicians immediately so repairs can be made.  If GOAL’s equipment is intentionally harmed 

by a student or other person (or animal) living with or visiting the student, the student’s 

parents/guardians will be billed for the current value of such equipment.  Until financial 

restitution is made to GOAL for the damaged equipment, GOAL will not loan the student any 

more equipment.   

 

Repairs to GOAL Digital Academy owned equipment will be provided within one week of 

reporting at no charge.  Phone support for parent/guardian-owned equipment is available for 

$25.00 per ticket and $50.00 per home visit.  Once payment is received, the technician will 

schedule the call/visit. 
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